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DANGER! 

Do Not Swim in Ditches, Lakes, or Bayous 
  
Due to Hurricane Ike, many of the waterways in our community have 
become increasingly contaminated with bacteria and toxins.   Health risks 
that could occur from exposure to these waters include diarrhea, 
gastrointestinal infections and various bacterial infections, including 
potentially deadly bacterial infections such as tetanus (lockjaw). 
 
Harris County Public Health & Environmental Services strongly advises 
residents not to swim, bathe or play in ditches, bayous, creeks or lakes 
because of these health risks.   In addition, residents are reminded that they 
should never enter waters that you cannot see through, that may have a 
swift undercurrent or may contain debris. 
 
As always, never leave children unattended around water, including 
swimming pools, even if they know how to swim.  
 
Protect your family and your community from injuries and drowning.      
 
If you have any questions, call 713-439-6270. 
 

***end*** 


