Harris County Domestic Violence

Coordinating Council Meeting

Minutes

April 14, 2005

Attending
	Barbie Brashear
	Toby Myers
	Vincent Guinee

	Amy Smith
	Cathy Prieto-Smith
	Margaret Hardman-Muye

	Ede Weiner
	Debra Schield
	Patricia Lykos

	Donna Amtsberg
	Jennifer Varela
	Michelle Permenter

	Ann Bayliss
	Kim Willi
	Yolanda Sanchez

	Rhonda Gerson
	Kelly Young
	Joyce Young

	Margie McCuskey
	Wynetta Dillon
	Luke McKibben

	Debbie Moseley
	Melissa Gillis
	


President Barbie Brashear called the meeting to order at 2:40 pm. The meeting location was the Houston Area Women’s Center, 1010 Waugh Drive.

I.
Welcome/Introductions


President Barbie Brashear welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to 
introduce him or herself.

II.
Approval of the March 10, 2005 Minutes.


Secretary Ede Weiner informed the Council that Kim Willis had corrected the original 
minutes that were sent by e-mail. The ones presented at the meeting were correct. Rhonda 
Gerson moved and Amy Smith seconded the motion that the minutes of the March 10, 
2005 meeting be approved as presented. The motion carried. Margaret Hardman-Muye 
requested that in the future the minutes be put in the body of the reminder e-mail. Ede 
agreed to do this.
III.
Treasurer’s Report


Barbie Brashear announced that Jose Sanchez has resigned as Treasurer and that she 
would appreciate it if someone on the Board of Directors would volunteer to take this 
position. She reported that there has been no change in the balance at Bank One. It is still 
$698.42.

IV.
Committee Reports

A. Finance Committee: No report.
B. Nominating Committee: No report.
C. Human Resources Committee: No report.

D. Strategic Planning Committee: No report.

E. Domestic Violence Death Review Team: Chairwoman Donna Amtsberg gave the report.
1. Debra Schield volunteered to serve as Co-chair of DVDRT with Donna. President Barbie Brashear officially appointed her to this position.
2. Ruby Holm was hired for the position of interviewer for DVDRT. She will soon be going into the field to interview the friends and family of victims.
3. Patty Gonzales, AVDRT Administrative Assistant will be attending DVDRT meetings.

4. On Monday, Sharon Derrick presented the renewal for the 421 grant to H-GAC.
F. Protocol Committee: No report.

G. Website Committee: Chairwoman Ede Weiner reported that she sent out a general e-mail request for all member agencies to link their website to HCDVCC’s. She has also written and had approved by Barbie an e-mail to be sent to non-member, appropriate agencies asking them to provide a link. She would appreciate any suggestions for non-member agencies and specifically the name of a person to whom she can send the request. She also reported that the website was currently shut down. But as soon as it is up again, the calendar, committee descriptions, and minutes will be current.
H. Community Services Research Team: Cathy Prieto-Smith reported that the Team is waiting for the supervisor of the probation department to review the survey questions with them.

I. Grant Committee: 
1. Chairwoman Barbie Brashear presented the 421 Grant requesting funding for an Executive Director of HCDVCC. She felt that the presentation went well and the committee seemed open to her request. Madeline McGallion stood up for the grant and said that it is just what CJD wants.

2. HCDVCC officially thanked Barbie for both writing the grant and doing such a great job on the presentation.

3. Judge Patricia Lykos announced that she had met with Judge Robert Eckels and that he is willing to support the Council with the infrastructure it needs. Barbie said that County support would help meet the in-kind matching required by the grant.

J. Legislative Committee: No Report.
K. Protocol for Endorsements Committee: No report.

L. Harris County Family Justice Center (FJC) Task Force (HCFJCTF):
1. Co-Chairwoman Cathy Prieto-Smith reported that she had received only 9 survey responses so far.
2. Barbie Brashear said that The Bridge will be sending their surveys – 25 in all.
3. The Committee feels that they will have a good representation from the agencies that are involved with the Coordinating Council.

4. Amy Smith suggested that the members of the previous FJC committee be included in the Council’s Task Force.

5. Judge Lykos will meet with the chief judge of the family courts to ensure the support of judges.

6. Judge Lykos is also looking into available County space for the FJC. It was suggested that she look for 2500 square feet or more.

7. It was agreed that the Council needs to prepare a concept paper on the FJC. Cathy Prieto-Smith, Jennifer Varela, Barbie Brashear, and Amy Smith volunteered to work together to write one.

8. Judge Lykos said that County Judge Robert Eckels is 100% behind this project and that HCDVCC should coordinate the FJC with the help of Judge Eckels.

9. Bettina Richardson from the Bear County Family Justice Center will address the Council at next month’s meeting.

10. The FJC Task Force agreed to meet before the next Council meeting. They will bring their report to the meeting, answer questions, and participate in a general discussion about the issues.

11. Members are urged to join the Task Force or e-mail suggestions to Cathy or Jennifer.

V.
Old Business: Rhonda Gerson announced that the standardized Protective Order form, 
initiated by the Texas Supreme Court, has been released for general use. It will be used 
for pro se and by attorneys and will be consistent throughout Texas. A copy of the 
Protective Order form and instructions are being sent to all domestic violence agencies. It 
will be put on a CD and will be translated into Spanish and Vietnamese. It can also 
be found on the attorney general’s website: www.lawhelp.org. The directions for the 
form have been written at the fifth grade level.
VI.
New Business:
A. Kelly Young suggested the idea of coordinating training sessions for the staff of domestic violence service agencies. She recommended regional trainings and introduced HAWC’s training specialist, Luke McKibben at the meeting. Kelly said she would spearhead this idea and will send out surveys to the members to see what interest in this project there may be.
B. Cathy Prieto-Smith agreed to chair the Domestic Violence Awareness Month Committee.
C. Debbie Moseley announced that the County has started taking the $15 family protection fee that has been added to the cost of a divorce. Family Youth Services is administering the money. The money will be given only to agencies serving juveniles under the age of 17 who have a court-related need.
D. Judge Lykos said that she cannot use the videos that she was given last month, because she does not have written releases from the participants. She instead would like to get the brochure printed and give the brochure to a professional videographer.
E. Barbie Brashear distributed a draft of the brochure for proof reading and also a copy of an e-mail providing information about contacting Congress members to request support for VOCA funding for 2007.
VII.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm. The next meeting will be on May 12, 2005 at the Houston Area Women’s Center, 1010 Waugh Drive at 2:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Ede Weiner

Secretary

