Harris County Domestic Violence

Coordinating Council Meeting

Minutes

March 10, 2005

Attending
	Barbie Brashear
	Teresa Lauderdale
	Patricia Lykos

	Amy Smith
	Judith McFarlane
	Patrina Pelton-Smith

	Jose Sanchez
	Toby Myers
	Michelle Permenter

	Ede Weiner
	Cathy Prieto-Smith
	Yolanda Sanchez

	Diane Jacobs
	Jennifer Varela
	Trelisia Brokenberry

	Lisa Christensen
	Jane Waters
	Courtney Fontenot

	Sonia Corrales
	Kim Willis
	Margaret Hardman-Muye

	Sharon Derrick
	Wynetta Dillon
	

	Rhonda Gerson
	Melissa Gillis
	


President Barbie Brashear called the meeting to order at 2:40 pm. The meeting location was the Houston Area Women’s Center, 1010 Waugh Drive.

I.
Welcome/Introductions


Barbie Brashear welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to 
introduce him or herself.

II.
Approval of the February 10, 2005 Minutes.


Amy Smith moved and Cathy Prieto-Smith seconded the motion that the minutes of the 
February 10, 2005 meeting be approved as presented. The motion carried.

III.
Treasurer’s Report


Jose Sanchez reported that the balance at Bank One is still $698.42. There were no new 
transactions.

IV.
Committee Reports

A. Finance Committee: No report.
B. Nominating Committee: No report.
C. Human Resources Committee: No report.

D. Strategic Planning Committee: No report.

E. Domestic Violence Death Review Team: Previous Co-Chairwoman Michelle Permenter gave the report for current Chairwoman Donna Amtsberg.
1. The Team resumed reviewing cases today. They are reviewing cases that were adjudicated in 2003. The Team likes theme-related cases.
2. They have interviewed several good candidates for the position of interviewer for DVDRT.
3. The Team voted to include the interviewer as part of the committee.

4. The AVDRT Administrative Assistant will also be invited to attend meetings.
F. Protocol Committee: Chairwoman Sonia Corrales distributed a revised copy of the Cooperative Working Agreement (CWA) that she had amended from the suggestions made at last month’s meeting. Discussion continued on whether or not to make the CWA gender neutral vs. recognizing that statistics prove that most batterers are men and most victims are women. Some changes were made. The committee recommended accepting the CWA as amended and called the vote. The motion passed. President Barbie Brashear then voiced the need for the committee to outline the next steps that need to be taken to institute the CWA. The Protocol Committee will work on this assignment and report back at the April meeting.
G. Website Committee: Chairwoman Ede Weiner reported that the website has not been visited very many times. It was suggested that other appropriate agencies be asked to put a link to HCDVCC’s website on their website. Sharon Derrick suggested that the website address be included on all promotional materials.
H. BIPP Committee: Chairwoman Jane Waters requested that the name of the BIPP Committee be changed to HCDVCC Community Services Research Team. Cathy Prieto-Smith reported that she had spoken to Stephanie Pecora in the Probation Department and that probation has some questions that they would like to incorporate into the Family Justice Center Survey.
I. Grant Committee: Chairwoman Barbie Brashear reported that the 421 Grant to provide funding for an Executive Director of HCDVCC is due on March 15th. She explained that she is requesting $73,400.00 which includes salary of $60,000, benefits of $9,000, computer/printer costs, and a travel and training allowance.
J. Legislative Committee: Chairwoman Sonia Corrales did not attend last month’s meeting. Jose Sanchez did attend the meeting and reported that it was chaired by Kelly Young. Kelly Young also went to Austin to testify, and she told the Committee that she thought Domestic Violence funding was secure for the time being. The following bills were discussed.
1. HB 449: Relating to an affirmative defense available to certain students who engage in sexual contact with another student at least 13 years of age. Kim Willis explained that this bill changes the applicable age range between offender and victim from 3 to 5 years.
2. HB 494: Relating to the creation of an address confidentiality program to assist victims of family violence or stalking in maintaining confidential addresses.
3. HB 211: Relating to the effect of certain orders relating to family violence on residential leases and lease agreements.
4. HB 252: Relating to the use of parenting plans and parenting coordinators in suits affecting the parent-child relationship. Rhonda said this bill is being revised and to watch it carefully.
5. HJR 6: Proposing a constitutional amendment providing that marriage in this state consists only of the union of one man and one woman.

6. HJR 19: Proposing a constitutional amendment relating to the recognition of a same-sex marriage or civil union. The sense of the Committee is that a bill defining marriage between a man and a woman is going to pass.

7. SB 90: Relating to the authority of a peace officer to make a warrantless arrest for the commission of family violence.
8. Jose announced that BIPP money is attached to Rider 37 on the House Appropriations Committee’s approved version of the TDCJ budget.

K. Protocol for Endorsements Committee: No report.
L. Harris County Family Justice Center (FJC) Task Force: Co-Chairwoman Cathy Prieto-Smith gave a slide presentation about the Family Justice Center, and then she and Co-Chairwoman Jennifer Varela led the discussion on the FJC. The survey results are due in April. It was agreed that hiring a strategic planner to map out the steps necessary to create the Center would be very helpful. It is possible that Harris County would fund a strategic planner position. Cathy is working on the job description for this position to give to Judge Lykos. A location for the Center was discussed. Judge Lykos will look into the availability and renovation costs of unused government space downtown. Cathy will check with other states to determine how much space other Centers use.
V.
Old Business: Cathy Prieto-Smith returned the 4 videos that were given to her last 
month. She made a new Domestic Violence video, which includes the Crisis Hotline 
telephone number. She ran the new video, which is 5 minutes long. Judge Lykos 
took the 
new video to give to the Harris County Housing Authority.
VI.
New Business:
A. Lisa Christensen attended the meeting and took the opportunity to thank the membership for their support and donation in memory of her husband, Billie Musak. President Barbie Brashear thanked Lisa for all her years of service to HCDVCC and all the good work she has done for the Council.
B. Rhonda Gerson announced that the standardized Protective Order form will be ready in April. It is written in English and Spanish at a fifth grade level. Anita Perry and the Supreme Court Justices will participate in a press conference in Austin announcing the form, and then it will be distributed throughout the state.
VII.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm. The next meeting will be on April 14, 2005 at the Houston Area Women’s Center, 1010 Waugh Drive at 2:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Ede Weiner

Secretary

