Harris County Domestic Violence

Coordinating Council Meeting

Minutes

February 10, 2005

Attending
	Barbie Brashear
	Judith McFarlane
	Patricia Lykos

	Jose Sanchez
	Debbie Moseley
	Patrina Pelton-Smith

	Ede Weiner
	Toby Myers
	Cathy Prieto-Smith

	Diane Jacobs
	Michelle Permenter
	Yolanda Sanchez

	Ann Bayliss
	Amy Smith
	Pat Shaw

	Sonia Corrales
	Jennifer Varela
	Trisha Teofilo

	Sharon Derrick
	Jane Waters
	Jan Meanix-Garza

	Rhonda Gerson
	Teresa Castillo
	

	Teresa Lauderdale
	Melissa Gillis
	


President Barbie Brashear called the meeting to order at 2:40 pm. The meeting location was the Houston Area Women’s Center, 1010 Waugh Drive.

I.
Welcome/Introductions


Barbie Brashear welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to 
introduce him or herself. Diane Jacobs collected the essays for “Do the Write Thing” that 
our members had graded. She and Judge Lykos provided delicious donuts and Starbucks 
coffee. Thank you from all of us.
II.
Approval of the January 13, 2005 Minutes.


Rhonda Gerson moved and Toby Myers seconded the motion that the minutes of the 
January 13, 2005 meeting be approved as presented. The motion 
carried.

III.
Treasurer’s Report


Jose Sanchez reported that the balance at Bank One is $698.42. There were no new 
transactions.

IV.
Committee Reports

A. Finance Committee: No report.

B. Nominating Committee: Chairwoman Debbie Moseley gave the report.
1. The following Board members were proposed by the committee:

· Ann Bayliss – past Board member nominated for re-election

· Cathy Prieto-Smith – nominated in January
· Swapna Chaudhuri – nominated in January

· Kelly Young – nominated at this meeting

· Kim Willis – nominated at this meeting

2. Toby Myers moved that the Council accept all the nominated Board members. The motion passed.
3. The nominating committee presented the following slate of officers at the January meeting:
· President – Barbie Brashear

· Vice President – Amy Smith

· Treasurer – Jose Sanchez

· Secretary – Ede Weiner

4. Rhonda Gerson moved that the slate of officers be accepted as presented. The motion passed.
C. Human Resources Committee: No report.

D. Strategic Planning Committee: No report.

E. Domestic Violence Death Review Team: Toby Myers gave the report.

1. The next regular DVDRT meeting is March 10th at 1:00 pm at HAWC.
2. Sharon Derrick will send out cases to be reviewed at least 4 weeks in advance.
3. Cases will be reviewed by theme.

4. The next report is to be dedicated to Law Enforcement.
5. The Harris County District Attorney’s Legal Counsel is going to review the forms that are included in the DVDRT committee packet.
F. Protocol Committee: No report.


President Barbie Brashear explained that the 421 grant which she is filling out


requires Cooperative Working Agreements (CWA) to be in place. She suggested that 


the Council start discussing the one previously presented by the Protocol Committee. 


Jane Waters recommended that the CWA be reviewed privately by the members and 


then suggestions for improvement brought to the March meeting. In the meantime, 


Barbie will use the standard CJD Cooperative Working Agreement for the 421 grant. 


Members will be sent an e-mail copy of the HCDVCC CWA draft.
G. Website Committee: No report.
H. BIPP Committee: No formal report. Jose Sanchez mentioned that Chairwoman Jane Waters was going to speak to Paul Donnelly, the new Director of the Probation Department.
I. Grant Committee:
1. Chairwoman Barbie Brashear reported that she is applying for a 421 Grant to provide funding for an Executive Director of HCDVCC.
2. The Council confirmed that the suggested salary for an E.D. is $60,000.00.

3. Various members suggested that additional money be requested for benefits, travel, training, and a laptop computer.

4. Barbie noted that County support can be utilized as a matching contribution, because HCDVCC has use of County office space, computer, telephone, and secretarial assistance.

J. Legislative Committee: Chairwoman Sonia Corrales reported that at the last meeting the committee went over the procedures it would follow, and then it considered the TAASA (Texas Association Against Sexual Assault) and TCFV (Texas Council of Family Violence) agendas for this year’s legislative session.
K. Protocol for Endorsements Committee: Cathy Prieto-Smith explained that she is waiting for TCFV to update theirs. When she receives their updated protocol, she will complete the one for HCDVCC. She is using TCFV’s version of a Protocol for Endorsements as a model for the Council’s.
V.
Old Business:

A. The Family Justice Center Project

1. Jennifer Varela distributed the Client Survey for the Houston/Harris County Family Justice Center (FJC) that she and Cathy Prieto-Smith developed.

· Jennifer noted that the survey is not scientific.

· Jennifer and Cathy asked that the agencies represented in HCDVCC accept 20 surveys each and make sure the forms are filled out. A sign-up sheet was passed around. Agencies were requested to include e-mail addresses.

· It was agreed that the survey would also be translated into Spanish.
· The date for the return of the Surveys will be e-mailed to the participating agencies.

2. Discussion followed on the Family Justice Center.
· Teresa Lauderdale suggested that child care facilities be included.

· Amy Smith mentioned that Bear County recommended a health care component.

· The total federal grant for all accepted sites is $21 million. Each center receives around $1 million.

· Jennifer assured the members that people who have previously worked on this project will be included in the future.

3. President Barbie Brashear summarized the next steps.

· Survey results gathered and collated.

· Feasibility study conducted.

· Focus on funding and hiring Executive Director.
· Pursue possibility that H-GAC may be helpful in funding and planning for the Family Justice Center.

B.
Domestic Violence Videos
1. Judge Pat Lykos reported at the last meeting that the Harris County Housing Authority is willing to play a domestic violence video which loops in their client waiting room.
2. Teresa Castillo found 4 videos in the Houston Police Department files, one of which was made in Mexico in Spanish.

3. Cathy Prieto-Smith and Barbie Brashear also brought videos.
4. Cathy took all of the videos and volunteered to try to edit them to make them loop and to contain an acknowledgement of HCDVCC.
5. If Cathy is successful, Judge Lykos will take the tapes to the HC Housing Authority.

VI.
New Business: No new business.
VII.
Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. The next meeting will be on March 10, 2005 at the Houston Area Women’s Center, 1010 Waugh Drive at 2:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted

Ede Weiner

Secretary

