NEWS ADVISORY

Date: September 23, 2008 Contact: Rosio Torres
Subject: EPAP Extended 713-881-3090 JIC

Emergency HIV Prescription Information
for Hurricane Evacuees

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has activated a special
Emergency Prescription Assistance Program (EPAP), available to evacuees in
these Texas counties: Aransas, Bexar, Brazoria, Brooks, Calhoun, Cameron,
Chambers, Cherokee, Collin, Comal, Dallas, Denton, El Paso, Ellis, Fort Bend,
Galveston, Hardin, Harris, Hidalgo, Hunt, Jackson, Jefferson, Jim Wells, Kenedy,
Kleberg, Kaufman, Liberty, Lubbock, Matagorda, Navarro, Nueces, Orange,
Refugio, San Patricio, Smith, Van Zandt, Victoria, Walker, Waller, Wharton,
Willacy and Wood.

The EPAP will provide a one-time 30-day supply of medications to treat acute
conditions and replace maintenance prescription drugs or medical equipment lost
as a direct result of Hurricane lke. This special assistance has been extended
until further notice.

If you live in Texas, are already enrolled in the Texas HIV Medication
Program (THMP), and have to leave your home due to an impending
hurricane or subsequent flooding and storm damages, please call the
program directly at either 512-533-3000 or 800-255-1090 to request a temporary
pharmacy transfer. We'll be able to set you up at an alternate pharmacy location
in Texas to pick up your HIV meds while you're displaced. If at all possible,
please take your current supply of medications with you before you leave your
home, so that you may continue to use that supply. The new pharmacy you're
assigned to will need as much information as possible from you regarding
prescriptions in order to supply additional drugs to you, so the labels on your
current prescription bottles and any other details regarding your physician will be
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a tremendous help to them. Remember, if you don't have any additional refills
available on the prescription you're currently using, the pharmacy can't fill your
request unless they can reach your doctor's office and obtain authorization to do
so.

If you're a Texas State Pharmacy Assistance Program (SPAP) enrollee
using your Medicare Part D plan to obtain your HIV medications, please
note that you may continue to fill your prescriptions from any participating
pharmacy in the statewide SPAP network. (For example, any Albertsons, CVS,
Kroger, Randalls, Target, Tom Thumb or Walgreens pharmacy in Texas can
process the SPAP prescriptions.) A complete list of SPAP pharmacies is
available at www.publichealthrx.com/pharm_tx_spap.html.

If you're currently enrolled in an ADAP program in your home state and
have been evacuated to Texas from a neighboring state, there's a special
Emergency Relief Application you can complete and fax into the THMP offices at
512-371-4670 along with proof of identity (such as a copy of your state ID or
driver's license) and a copy of your state ADAP ID card if available. Our staff will
contact you at the phone number you provide and assign you to a Texas
pharmacy location in order to pick up an initial 30-day supply of HIV medications
while you're temporarily in Texas awaiting the okay to return to your home state.
The application you'll need to complete can be downloaded at:
www.dshs.state.tx.us/hivstd/meds/PDF/URGENT.pdf.

Anyone needing access to fax machines or local support services is encouraged
to seek out assistance from local service providers. A listing of such
organizations can be found on the Texas HIV/STD Service Directory page:
www.dshs.state.tx.us/hivstd/services/service.shtm.
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